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October 14, 2016

Seth Moore

Environmental Review Coordinator

lowa Department of Natural Resources

502 East 9th Street
Des Moines, 1A 50319

Subject: Notification of Rural Utilities Service Agency Scoping Meetings for the Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV

200 West 22nd Street, Suite 220
Lombard, Ilincis 60148
Tel 630.705.1762

W, 5WCQ.COm

Transmission Line Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Seth Moore,

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (RUS) will host agency scoping meetings on October

31 and November 3, 2016 to solicit comments for the proposed Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV electric
transmission line that would extend approximately 125 miles, connecting Dane County, Wisconsin, and
Dubuque County, lowa (see enclosed map). More specifically, the line would originate in the Hickory Creek
Substation in lowa and terminate at the Cardinal Substation in Wisconsin. In addition, a new intermediate
345/138 kV substation would be constructed near the Village of Montfort, in either Grant or lowa County.
The RUS is hosting the meetings to obtain feedback as part of the federal review process required by the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), to be used to prepare the draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for the proposed project. You are invited to attend one of two meetings to provide input. The meeting
details are listed below. The content covered at each meeting will be the same, so your attendance is only
requested at one location. Those unable to attend in person are encouraged to attend via conference call on

Thursday, November 3.

Date

Time

Venue

Conference Call Access

October 31, 2016

10:00am - noon

Peosta Community Center
7896 Burds Road
Peosta, IA 53068

Nao call is available

November 3, 2016

10:00am - noon

Madison Marriott West
Greenway Room

1313 John Q Hammons Crive
Middleton, WI 53562

Dial: 866-740-1260
Access code: 6030811
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If you are not able to attend the agency scoping meetings, or if you are also interested in participating in the
public scoping process, RUS also will be holding public scoping meetings at the times and locations listed
below.

Date Location Time Venue
October 31, 2016 Peosta, lowa 3:00-6:00 p.m. Peosta Community Center

7896 Burds Road

Peosta, |A 53068

November 1, 2016 Cassville, Wisconsin 4:00-7:00 p.m. Cassville Middle School Cafeteria
715 E. Amelia Street

Cassville, WI 53806

November 2, 2016 Dodgeville, Wisconsin | 4:00-7:00 p.m. Dodgeville Middle School Cafeteria
951 Chapel Street

Dodgeville, W1 53533

November 3, 2016 Middleton, Wisconsin 4:00-7:00 p.m. Madison Marriott West

1313 John Q Hammons Drive
Middletan, WI 53562

The Utilities have tentatively identified two potential transmission line corridors, the “West” and the “South”
corridors, as well as several subroutes, as part of their siting studies. These siting studies have been
summarized in reports prepared by the Utilities and will be posted to the RUS project website for your review:

e Macro-Corridor Study (MCS)
¢ Alternative River Crossings Analysis (ACA)
e Alternative Evaluation Study (AES)

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Dennis Rankin at 202-720-1953 or at

dennis.rankin@wdc.usda.gov. Additional information about the project, including project reports, can be found at
the following websites:

http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/environmental-studies/impact-statements
http://wwmw.cardinal-hickorycreek.comy.

Sincerely,

Greg Poremba
Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS Project Manager
SWCA Environmental Consultants

Enclosure: Draft agenda for agency meeting
Map of proposed transmission line corridors
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Draft Agenda
Cardinal-Hickory Creek 345-kV Transmission Line Project
Environmental Impact Statement
Rural Utilities Service

Agency Scoping Meetings

Welcome — Dennis Rankin (RUS)

Introductions — Dennis Rankin (RUS)

Overview of project progress since previous meetings with agencies — Utilities
Agency coordination and Schedule — Dennis Rankin (RUS)

Potential issues of concern — SWCA Environmental Consultants

Summary of meeting and action items — SWCA Environmental Consultants
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